
June was nearly 360,000. If we add to this the sailors and 
marines, the total is more than 364,000. 

GROWTH OF THE TRANSPORT FLEET 

The necessity for creating a great transport fleet came just 
at the time when the world was experiencing its most acute 
shortage of tonnage. The start was made by chartering a 
few American merchant steamers and by the 1st of July there 

Date 

1917 July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

1918 Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Doc. 

1919 Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 

Troop 

168 
195 
243 
243 
250 
274 
372 
395 
403 
394 
401 
397 
390 
493 
681 
797 
878 
928 

1,087 

Cargo 

229 
297 
467 
543 
820 
718 
926 

1,066 
1,184 
1,350 
1,485 
1,633 
1,933 
2,310 
2,753 
2,567 
2,047 
1,713 
1,198 

752 

Total 

94 
131 
177 
288 
465 
662 
786 
863 
968 

1,200 
1,438 
1,579 
1,753 
1,879 
2,034 
2,330 
2,700 
3,246 
3,248 
2,844 
2,591 
2,126 
1,839 

» 

DIAGRAM 15.—THE TRANS-ATLANTIC fleet IN THOUSANDS of DEAD-WEIGHT TONS. 

were in service seven troop ships and six cargo ships with a 
total dead-weight capacity o f 94,000 tons. 

Diagram 15 shows how there was developed from these 
small beginnings a great transport fleet which aggregated by 
the end of 1918 three and one-quarter million dead-weight 
tons o f shipping. The size of the fleet each month is shown 
by the figures in the bars o f the diagram. It will be noted 
that each bar is divided in two parts, the portion on the left 
showing the dead-weight tonnage of the troop ships and that 
on the right the tonnage of the cargo ships. 


